Summary of the Old Testament:
Creation: God creates the world and makes people in His image (Genesis 1-2), but human sin results in humankind’s “Fall” (Gen. 3) which eventually results in God’s judgment in the Flood. (Gen. 4-11)

Nation: Abraham is chosen by God to become the father of God’s people and a blessing to the whole world (Gen. 12). Abraham’s descendants (Isaac, Jacob, Joseph) multiply and ultimately end up in Egypt to escape a famine (Gen. 13-50).

Flight: God’s people become enslaved by the Egyptians, and after 400 years of slavery, God calls Moses to deliver the Hebrew people from slavery in Egypt (Exodus 1-11), then gives them the Law (including the 10 Commandments) to develop their relationship with God (Exodus 13-40)

Fight: Under Joshua, God’s people conquer the Promised Land and take it as their own (Joshua 1-12). The land is divided up among the twelve tribes – one for each of Jacob’s 12 sons. (Joshua 13-21).

Judges:  God raises up leaders called judges (Judges) such as Deborah, Gideon and Samson to rescue the people from the attacks surrounding nations. Unfortunately, time and again the Israelites return to their disobedient ways and the Israelites are conquered by other nations.

Kingdom: Around 1000BC, God unifies the nation of Israel under her greatest king, David (2 Samuel). Then Solomon (1 Kings), David’s son, builds the Temple in Jerusalem as Israel’s place of worship. After Solomon’s death, civil war divides the country (2 Kings) into two – Israel and Judah –and a series of mostly evil kings reign over both countries.

Exile: Despite the warnings of the prophets, the people sin and fall way from God. Over time, due to the disobedience of the leaders and people, first Israel in the North is conquered by Assyria (2 Kings). Then Judah in the South is conquered by Babylon, the Temple is destroyed and many Jews are deported to Babylonia. 
Return: After Persia conquers Babylon and becomes the world power, the Persians allow the Jews to return home after 70 years of captivity. In three separate waves, the humbled Jews were allowed to return to Israel to rebuild Jerusalem, the Temple (Ezra) and the city walls (Nehemiah). They await a political and spiritual messiah.

