Big Picture Bible

The Bible is comprised of 66 individual books with a unified theme and message.

OLD TESTAMENT- 39 books

Major Divisions:



# Books

Timeline Covered

Law (Genesis-Deuteronomy)

5 books

Creation - 1450 BC

The first five books cover from Creation through God’s establishment of the Jewish people, nation, and faith, including the stories of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses.
Historical Books (Joshua-Esther)
12 books

1450BC - 415BC

These 12 books continue the history of the Israelites, from the time of Moses death to the Israelites inheriting the Promised Land to their eventual defeat and exile to foreign lands.
Wisdom Books (Job-Song of Songs)
5 books


These 5 books are essentially poetry and include the books of Psalms and Proverbs. They teach about the wisdom and worship of God.
Prophets (Isaiah-Malachi)

17 books

800BC-430BC

These 17 books were written by various prophets, men who spoke for God and called the people of Israel and Judah back to faith in God during times of disobedience and rebellion.  The prophets wrote during the time frame covered in the historical books.
NEW TESTAMENT - 27 books

Major Divisions:



# Books

Timeline Covered

History (Matthew-Acts)


5 books

5BC-63AD

The first four gospels (gospel means “good news”) tell of the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ from four different points of view: Matthew and John were two of Jesus’ disciples, while Mark and Luke were not. The Book of Acts tells of the beginning of the early church after Jesus returned to heaven.
Letters (Romans-Jude)


21 letters

51AD-80AD

These letters were written to churches and individuals mentioned in the Book of Acts. They were written to encourage and correct these young churches in the midst of false teaching.  Most of them (13) were written by Paul, a Jewish convert to Christianity who pioneered the advance of Christianity to non-Jewish people.

• Letters by Apostle Paul (Romans-Philemon)



• Letter by unknown author (Hebrews)


• Letter by James, brother of Jesus (James)




• Letters by Peter, disciple of Jesus (1 & 2 Peter)



• Letters by John, disciple of Jesus (1, 2, 3 John)



• Letter by Jude (Book of Jude)



Prophecy (Revelation)


1 book

90-100AD

Revelation is a book of visions and symbols telling of how Jesus will return and the world will end.
